
Garment entries now open!
Registrations close: 14 August

Garments due by: 12 September
Event dates

6 and 7 November 7.30pm
TelstraClear Pacific Events Centre,

Manukau

Designer’s Registration Form



Villa Maria Estate 
and Manukau City 
Council invite you 
to be part of this 
outstanding Manukau 
event and showcase  
of style and creativity.
The Villa Maria Cult-Couture awards,  
now in their eighth year, urge you to turn 
fashion design into a cutting-edge art form. 
We are looking for garment designs free 
from mass-market demands and popular 
fads that demonstrate a unique New  
Zealand interpretation to explore the limits  
of haute couture and artistic sensibility.

Encouraging the highest standards of  
design, fashion and cultural interpretation,  
the awards are open to fashion students  
and graduates, established designers and  
artists from throughout New Zealand.

One-off garments that convey originality, 
creativity and innovation are invited for  
entry in Villa Maria Cult-Couture’s six design 
categories, with $15,000 in prize money.

Additional entry forms  
are available from  
Manukau Arts  
Centres or from  
www.manukau.govt.nz/arts 

For further  
information,  
please phone  
(09) 262 5228 or email  
manukau.arts@manukau.govt.nz

Cover shot. Cult-Couture 09, Photography by Russ Flatt 

Left. Home is Where the Hills Roll and the Kowhai Bloom by Anna Von Hartitzsch
Design from Villa Maria Cult-Couture 08. Photo by Russ Flatt



Recycled Revolution
Revolutionise the environment!  
Grab hold of pre-loved materials,  
fabrics and fibres. A chance to  
turn your cast offs into something 
captivating and creative. Transform  
the uselessness of consumer waste  
into a piece that’s wearable and  
stylish.Presented by Manukau  
City Council Waste Management.

{Awards}
Villa Maria Estate 

Premier Award
The premier award  

goes to one outstanding 
winning design, judged  
across all six categories. 

Manukau  
Designer Award
This award recognises  

creative excellence from 
Manukau designers. To  

be considered for this award, 
you must be a resident of 

Manukau city.

{Prizes}
Villa Maria Estate 

Premier Award 
$5,000

Category Winner 
$1,000

Category Runner-up 
$500

Manukau  
Designer Winner 

$1,000

{Categories}

Formally Yours
Casual is no longer cool in this  
category. It’s time to dress up and 
prepare for high society, high style  
and high aspirations. Present your 
original interpretation of formal  
evening wear. From old-fashioned 
glamour to modern classic, take  
haute couture beyond all expectation.

Obviously Organic
Take inspiration from the New Zealand 
landscape. Use fibres, feathers, fur and 
more. Get innovative and experimental 
with textures and materials from the 
natural environment and come up with  
a work of beauty and stunning style.

Flight of Fantasy
Let your imagination run free and 
fly into the surreal and fantastic. 
Be inspired by New Zealand’s many 
cultures and exotic peoples and take  
the liberty to go crazy and outrageous. 
Mix, match and layer all your ideas  
into a cultural extravaganza.

Matrimonial Bliss
Give us your heartfelt interpretation  
of the wonder and beauty of the 
celebration of marriage, inspired by  
the cultures of the world. Ceremonial  
or classy, from gorgeous gowns to groovy 
groomsmen, now is your chance to 
create show-stopping wedding outfits. 
Presented by Meredith Connell.

On the Streets
Fine or funky, get ready to hit  
the streets! Create your own  
street wear label for the catwalk.  
Your cool, casual designs should  
make the most of the materials,  
textures and colours of urban  
street culture and the concrete  
jungle around you.

Step One
Registration form
Villa Maria Cult-Couture 09

(One form per garment please)

Name

Address

Telephone

Mobile

Email

[ ] Male   [ ] Female

Age (18 Years+)

Category entered

Manukau resident: [ ] yes  [ ] no

How did you find out about this award?

I certify that this entry is my original  
work and this garment has not/will not  
be entered into any other similar award  
in New Zealand.

Signature

Please send this portion with your  
entry fee by 14 August 2009.

Step Two
Garment entry form
Villa Maria Cult-Couture 09
(One form per garment please)

Name

Address (this will also be used for garment return)

Category entered

Garment name / title

Garment to be worn by [ ] male [ ] female

Garment size

Please provide the following information on  
a separate A4 sheet and attach it to this form.

Write a short statement about the garment 
design and concept, what makes it unique  
and its cultural influences. Please limit to  
one page only.

This information will be provided to  
the judges as they view your garment.

Please send this portion with your  
garment by 12 September 2009.

Clockwise from top
Eco Warrior by Catlin Harvey & Alice Walter, Scottish Night by Sean Kuo, The Iron Maiden by Maxine Wooldridge &  
Kirsten Leitch, Urban Beauty by Yue Hui Huang, Le Tatau Bride by Visesio ‘Louis’ Thomsen, Hot Az by Donna Campbell.  
Designs from Villa Maria Cult-Couture 08. All photography by Russ Flatt



{Important information}

Step One
Entry Fee
1 garment $40 
2 garments $70 
3 garments $90
Please make cheques payable to Manukau City Council.
ENCLOSE YOUR ENTRY FEE AND  
SEND BY FRIDAY 14 AUGUST 2009 TO:
Villa Maria Cult-Couture 09, C/o Nicola Parmenter,  
Events Coordinator, Manukau City Council, Private  
Bag 76-917, Manukau 2104

Step Two
Garment Entry Checklist
[ ] Enclose photographs of the front and back view of garment on 

model
[ ] Clearly label each piece of garment with designer’s name and category
[ ] Enclose a prepaid courier ticket for garment return, if you are 

not hand-collecting your garment
[ ] Declare that this garment has not been entered into any other 

awards or event
COMPLETE GARMENT ENTRY FORM AND DELIVER 
GARMENT(S) BY SATURDAY 12 SEPTEMBER 2009 TO:
Villa Maria Cult-Couture 09, C/o Otara Music Arts Centre 
(OMAC), Cnr Bairds Road and Newbury Street, Otara Town 
Centre, Manukau, Phone: (09) 274 6400

Closing Dates
- Registrations close: 14 August 2009 
-  Garment entries due by:  

12 September 2009

Registrations
-  A separate registration form must be 

submitted for each garment entry
-  There is no limit to the number of 

garments entered, providing they are 
accompanied by separate registration  
forms and applicable fees

- Entry fees are non-refundable.

Conditions of Entry
-  The awards are open to anyone  

aged 18 years and over
-  Models will be provided by the  

event organisers
-  Judges reserve the right to change  

the category for which garments  
have been entered

-  The judges’ decision is final and no 
correspondence will be entered into

-  Garments not meeting the criteria  
will be returned immediately to  
the designer

-  Prize-winning garments will be 
photographed and/or filmed for  
archival purposes

-  Photography or film footage may  
be used in future for promotional 
purposes only by Manukau City  
Council and Villa Maria Estate

-  Winning garments may be requested  
for future exhibitions and display by  
the organisers

-  All personal information will be kept 
confidential except when required 
for promotional purposes and the 
announcement of judging results.

Garment Entries
-  Hand deliver or courier to Otara 

Music Arts Centre (OMAC) during 
the following dates and times only: 
Wednesday 9 – Friday 11 September 
(9am – 5pm) or Saturday 12 September 
(9am – 1pm)

-  Please ensure your garment packaging 
is clearly marked with a return address

-  Return costs are the responsibility of the 
designer. Unless you intend to collect 
your garment in person, please enclose 
a pre-paid courier ticket

-  Each piece of garment must have  
a sewn label attached, with the 
designer’s name and category.  
No stickers or sticky labels please

-  All garment packaging, clothes’ bags, 
hangers, accessories’ packaging and 
boxing must be clearly labeled with the 
designer’s name and category. Please 
include a complete list and photographs 
of all items in the packaging

-  Enclose photographs of the front and 
back view of garment (please note 
photographs will not be returned)

-  Include written instructions for how the 
garment is intended to be worn

-  It is the responsibility of the designer 
to arrange insurance for the garment(s) 
from the time of initial dispatch through 
to its return 

-  If collecting the garment in person, 
garment must be collected between 
Monday 16 and Friday 27 November 
from Otara Music Arts Centre (OMAC). 
Garments may only be collected during 
business hours, Monday to Friday (please 
note the centre is closed on Saturday 
and Sunday)

-  Any garment(s) not collected by  
27 November 2009 will become the 
property of Manukau City Council.

Garment 
Requirements
Garment entries should be: 
-  Constructed to withstand  

6 to 8 viewing sessions
-  Designed to be presented  

on a catwalk
-  Made for women’s size 10,  

12 or 14; average height 5’ 8’’
- Women’s sizing guide: 
Size 10 
Bust 85cm, Waist 65cm, Hips 94cm
Size 12 
Bust 90cm, Waist 70cm, Hips 99cm
Size 14 
Bust 95cm, Waist 75cm, Hips 104cm
-  Made for men’s size 102 to  

110; waist size 81 to 86;  
average height 6’ plus

-  Made from non-perishable items 
(Obviously Organic entries)

  -  The designer may supply accessories  
if desired. However, those accessories 
will be used at the sole discretion  
of the show director

-  All footwear will be provided  
by the event organisers.

Judging Criteria
Our judges will be looking for:
-  A strong interpretation of  

the category theme
- Clearly articulated concept
- Creativity and high artistic value
- Originality and innovation
-  A high standard of construction  

and design.

{ Registration 
Form}

Registration form image: Scottish Night by Sean Kuo 
Design from Villa Maria Cult-Couture 08. Photo by Russ Flatt




